REMARKS 

This is in further response to the final Office Action of October 29, 2007 in the 
above-identified patent application. At the outset, Applicants wish to express their 
appreciation to the Examiner for the telephonic interview conducted on August 29, 2007 
regarding the claims of this application. Although agreement was not reached during 
the Interview, Applicants came away with a better understanding of the grounds for the 
Examiner's rejection. 

By this Amendment, Claim 1 has been amended to expressly recite the 
combination of a friction fit and sleeve elements which Applicants continue to maintain 
is neither shown nor suggested by the art of record. As previously submitted, one of 
ordinary skill would not have been led to combine the alternative arrangements as 
represented by Fig. 1 and Fig. 3 of the Leeuwestein reference. 

in addition, Claim 1 has been amended to recite a rol! shaft that includes "a fluid 
passageway extending through at least a portion of said shaft, said passageway 
communicating with an inlet spaced from said hub and an outlet located at a point 
where said hub contacts said shaft." The recited passageway provides a flow path for a 
lubricating fluid to be introduced into the shaft and exit where the roller frictionally 
contacts the shaft, thereby assisting in the removal of the roller from the shaft. It is 
respectfully submitted that an apparatus of the type recited in Claim 1, as amended, is 
neither shown nor suggested in Leeuwestein , 

For example, Fig. 1 of Leeuwestein would necessarily not disclose a fluid 
passageway of the type recited because it does not rely on a lubricating fluid to release 
the roller. With respect to the Fig, 3 embodiment of in Leeuwestein, it likewise does not 
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disclose or suggest a fluid passageway extending through at least a portion of the shaft 

where the passageway communicates with an inlet in the shaft spaced from the hub 

and an outlet located at a point where the hub contacts the shaft. While it is true that 

the embodiment of Fig. 3 of Leeuwestein utilizes a lubricating fluid to assist in release of 

the rollers, Fig. 3 of Leeuwestein shows no structure that allows for introduction of the 

lubricating fluid. To the extent that Leeuwestein discloses a means for introducing a 

lubricating fluid, such means are fundamentally different from that now recited in Claim 

1- In Leeuwestein : 

Oil or some other suitable pressure fluid can be urged, by way of a 
system of bores ( not shown ) preferably in the hubs of the working 
rollers 2 , under high pressure between the tapered surfaces of the 
working rollers 2 and the roller spindles 4 so that the latter, if 
required, may be separated from one another. (Column 7, lines 
29-34)" (emphasis added). 

Thus, Leeuwestein clearly does not contemplate a passageway of the type now 
recited in Claim 1. Applicants submit that the apparatus of Claim 1, as amended, is far 
more advantageous when compared to the undefined "system of bores preferably in the 
hubs" of the Leeuwestein apparatus. Applicants submit that providing a system of 
bores in the roller would result in a weakening of the roller and consequently lead to a 
roller hub that is less reliable and more susceptible to frequent replacement. No such 
problem would be encountered with a system of the present invention because the 
structure of the roller remains intact and lubricating fluid is introduced elsewhere. 

For these reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 1 , as amended, is 
neither shown nor suggested by the Leeuwestein reference and, moreover, provides a 
system that is far more advantageous than the means of introducing lubricant in the Fig. 
3 system of Leeuwestein . For these reasons, Applicants submit that the claims are now 
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in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and allowance of such claims are 
respectfully requested. 



COOK, ALEX, McFARRON, MANZO, 

CUMMINGS & MEHLER, LTD. 
200 West Adams Street, Suite 2850 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 236-8500 

Attorney for the Applicant 



Dated: October 31 , 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 33,723 



Page 9 of 9 



